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I. DAVID: A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART

..he raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of
Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.’ (Act 13:22)

A. Have you ever felt like God has called you to do great things, but all you find yourself doing is
the ordinary stuff of life? I know I’m called to be a missionary, but I’m just a good employee at
work. I’m called to be an evangelist, but I’m a stay-at-home mom. I’m called to preach, but no
one even reads or watches my social media posts. I’m called to lead worship, but my schedule
is so full that I can only find time to play my guitar in my room at the end of the day.

B. God called David a man after his own heart who would obey his commands. David desired the
same things that God desired. His focus throughout his life was worshipping God and
experiencing His presence. David was passionate about glorifying God leading to obedience
from the heart.

C. God anointed David as king in contrast to King Saul. Saul was the king the people wanted. He
was tall, handsome, and had the appearance of royalty. However, he disobeyed a command of
God through Samuel who was the unerring voice of God to the nation of Israel in his day.

The Lord has sought out a man after his own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be prince over
his people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you.”
(1 Samuel 13:14)

D. When God called David he hadn’t done anything outstanding or noteworthy. He was overlooked
by his own father when the Prophet Samuel asked Jesse to bring all of his sons to a sacrificial
feast and left to take care of chores around the house tending sheep. He was the youngest of
eight brothers. David’s life is a biblical Cinderella story.

he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's anointed is before him.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel,
“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord
sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” (1 Sam
16:6-7)

Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but
behold, he is keeping the sheep.” (1 Sam 16:11)
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II. DAVID’S EARLY YEARS

A. David was a young shepherd in the small town of Bethlehem in the territory of Judah in Israel.
There was nothing extraordinary about him. Most of his exploits were in secret. He was faithful
to care for his sheep not willing that even one should perish. When one went missing he would
leave the other “ninety-nine” and go after it. Even if it was in the jaws of a lion or a bear he would
bring it back.

B. In the fields, David would play his harp to the Lord with only the sheep to hear him. Through
worship, David gained skill on his instrument and insight into who God is and how worship
moves His heart.

C. What David did in secret without recognition, appreciation, or titles prepared him for God’s
purpose for his life. His commitment to his flock in the face of danger gave him the experience
of God’s faithfulness and protection needed to face the Giant Goliath and defeat Israel’s
enemies in battle.

when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after him and struck him and
delivered it out of his mouth...Your servant has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised
Philistine shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God.” (1 Sam. 17:34-36)

D. David’s worship in secret prepared a way for entrance into King Saul’s court as a remedy for
demonic torment. His passion for God in worship later transformed the way God was
worshipped in Israel and throughout time.

“Send me David your son, who is with the sheep.”... David took the lyre and played it with his hand. So
Saul was refreshed and was well, and the harmful spirit departed from him. (1 Sam. 16:19-23)

E. David’s desires were after God’s heart while he was still living in obscurity. His passion for God
led him to live in obedience from the heart in every stage and assignment throughout his life.
Because David was faithful with small things in secret, God rewarded Him with great things
openly.

say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the
sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went
and have cut off all your enemies from before you. (2 Sam. 7:8-9)

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will
set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ (Matt 25:23)
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III. DAVID’S ONE THING PRAYER

One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple. (Psalm
27:4)

A. David had clarity in the desires of His heart. He wanted to be in God’s presence, beholding God’s
beauty, increasing in the knowledge of God. It was the one thing he continually pursued and
always came back to regardless of the seasonal assignments he received from the Lord.

B. David knew that his calling was to glorify God through a lifestyle of worshipful obedience. This
was constant throughout his life. He made his request known to God and then got to work
seeking to draw near to the Lord.

One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after…(Psalm 27:4)

For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds...(Matt. 7:8)

C. David had had faith that God would answer his one thing prayer so he took action to partner
with God to see the desire of his heart fulfilled. God has a part, and we have a part. God will not
do our part and we cannot do His part. We must actively partner with God for his purposes in
our lives.

Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. (Ps. 37:4)

Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead (James 2:17)

D. Theologians such as Charles Spurgeon believe that David wrote Psalm 27 while he was fleeing
for his life from King Saul. Even in the face of death, David longed for God’s presence.

IV. DAVID’S CALLING AND ASSIGNMENTS

A. David’s passion for God led him to live in obedience from the heart in every stage and
assignment throughout his life.
1. OBSCURITY - From the Shepherd Field: Anointed By Samuel (1 Sam 16:11), Brought to play

the harp for Saul (1 Sam. 16:19), Defeat of Goliath (1 Sam. 17:15)

2. PROMOTION - The Court of King Saul: Anointed Musician (1 Sam. 18:12), Anointed General
(1 Sam 18:28-30)

3. DEMOTION - As an Enemy of the State: Planning a new order of priestly worship with
Samuel (1 Sam 19:18, 1 Chron 9:22), Fighting the Lord’s Battles (1 Sam 23:2)
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4. LEADERSHIP - As King: Bringing the ark to Jerusalem was his first recorded act as king (2
Sam. 6:12), Setting worshippers around the Ark (1 Chorn 16:42), Funding 4,000s Night and
Day Worshipers (1 Chron 9:23, 23:5), Desiring to build the house of the Lord (2 Sam. 7:5),
Planning and Funding the Temple (1 Chron. 22:5, 28:11, 19)

B. While assignments throughout David’s life changed (shepherd, general, king...etc), he continually
returned to the calling of glorifying God through a lifestyle of worshipful obedience. Even while
running for his life from Saul, David sought refuge in the house of the prophet Samuel where he
planned a re-ordering of the priesthood to include night and day worship. As king of Israel He
used his authority and influence to prepare for the construction of the temple and worship.

C. David used the opportunity and influence of his assignments to fulfill the calling on his life. In
every season he acted on the faith that God would answer his one thing prayer.

V. ACTIVATING YOUR FAITH TO FULFILL YOUR CALLING IN EVERY ASSIGNMENT

A. Ask in Faith: What ministry, mission, passion, or purpose has God put on your heart? What is
your one thing you always come back to? This does not have to be occupational. Ask God to
fulfill this desire of your heart .

But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven
and tossed by the wind. (James 1:6)

B. Seek in Action: What is your current assignment from the Lord (Student, Parent, Employee,
Leader)? Where can you find an opportunity to bring the influence of your calling into your
current assignment?

...I will show you my faith by my works. (James 2:18)

C. How is your heart? David’s desires after God remained consistent in each season. Are you
desiring and obeying God from the heart?

Bondservants, obey your earthly masters...with a sincere heart, as you would Christ...doing the will of
God from the heart. (Eph. 6:5-6)

D. Faith removes doubt. Passion removes excuses. Action removes fear of the unknown.

Summary: Our calling to glorify God through our various gifts and passions remains constant though our
assignments, titles, and responsibilities may change in each season. As we ask God to fulfill the one thing
desires of our hearts we should take action to participate in the answer to that prayer. God has a part, and
we have a part. God will not do our part and we cannot do His part.
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